


junior high,” she says. “We had all manner
of animals on my family’s dairy farm in
northernIllinois. Irefused tosellthematthe
end of theseason, so theystayed on the farm
or we found homes for them with people we
knew. However, my cow Zelda, who was a
beautiful, affectionate and rambunctious
Brown Swiss, waskilled becauseshe couldn’t
conceiveand thereforewasunabletolactate.
Ididn’tknow that she had been slaughtered
until about a week later, and I remember
going to a fast food restaurant soon after. I
satdown to eat my hamburger and couldn’t
take a bite of it, thinking about her and all
the other animals just like her who were
ground up in those burgers.” Erin has since
devoted her life to animal advocacy and is
now an outreach coordinator at HSUS.

Helping Students Help Animals

As an alternative to programs like those
sponsored by FFA and 4-H, Animal Place
has introduced its About Building Com-
passion (ABC) campaign, which promotes
kindness and compassion in our schools.
ABC s in response to what many animal
protectionists see as a need for teachers

and administrators to allow compassion
to be part of the farming industry. This
campaign is designed to sensitize chil-
dren to the beauty and individuality of
farmed animals; to counter agribusiness’
relentless conditioning of young children,
which serves to dull their natural feelings
of empathy and curiosity about farmed
animals; and to offer compassionate
alternatives to the traditional FFA and
4-H projects.

PETA, meanwhile, has developed its
TeachKind program to provide educa-
tors with free lesson plans and materials
that nurture the students’ empathy while
empowering them to take compassionate
actionforanimals. Theprogramhasbeena
lifeline for ag students wanting tosave their
beloved animals from slaughter. Amongits
many other efforts, PETA helped identify
two teens who had attacked a pig from an
FFA program. The teens were charged with
felonyanimalabuse for hitting the pig, Phil,
in the head with a concrete block, and the
high school agreed to let Phil be adopted.
He is now recovered and living the good
life with guardians who love him.
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“FFA misleads students about the
reality of animal agriculture,” says
Sangeeta Kumar, a humane educator
for PETA. “If they really wanted to show
studentshowanimalsareraised for food,
they’d take them on a trip to a factory
farm or slaughterhouse, where animals
have practically no federal laws protect-
ing them, and where they are subjected
to unimaginable cruelty.”

In their present form, FFA and pro-
grams like them encourage the ultimate
betrayal of trust: The animal develops
a strong, loving bond with the student,
who then sells the animal for slaughter.
We do our children and the animals a
profound disservice when we allow such
hypocrisy to occur, especially under the
authority of our public school system and
funded by taxpayer dollars. Il

Mark Hawthorneisacontributing writer
forSatya. For moreinformation on Animal
Place’s About Building Compassion cam-
paign visit www.animalplace.org and for
TeachKind see www.teachkind.org.
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